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Wastewater
passes through

screens to
remove large 
solids from 

the wastewater 
collection system.

Wastewater is 
combined with 

oxygen and 
microorganisms, 
which removes 

pollutants 
through biological 

processes.

Pretreatment Solids Stabilization DisinfectionSecondary Treatment Tertiary Treatment

Wastewater is collected from 
homes and businesses

As water moves through the treatment 
steps, it gets cleaner and cleaner

Treated water is returned 
to the Willamette River

Solids from the 
clarification process 

are broken down 
and stabilized into 

biosolids which 
are then used as 

fertilizer for 
livestock crops.

Clarified water 
passes through 
ultra-fine filters 

that remove 
tiny particles

remaining after
earlier treatment.

Tertiary filtered 
water is exposed 

to UV light, 
sterilizing any 

remaining viruses.

Water moves to 
large tanks, where 
solids sink to the 
bottom, and the 

clear water on top 
moves on for 

further treatment.

Turning Wastewater into Clean Water


